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Further Study on the Liverworts of Henry 
County, Iowa 
By s. s. STATLER 
Last spring at the Iowa Academy of Science meeting we reported 
seven species of liverworts found in Henry County. Since that 
time seven more species have been found making a total of fourteen 
species. 
Those that were reported last year have been found in numerous 
other places. Conocephalum conicum has been found in many parts 
of the county. Marchantia polymorpha has been found in several 
places along Skunk River and Big Creek. Reboulia hemisphaerica 
occurs quite frequently throughout the county. Ricciocarpus natans 
grows profusely along the mud flats of Skunk River and in several 
ponds. Lophocolea heterophylla was collected from the shady banks 
of many small streams. Frullania eboracensis is quite plentiful. 
Porella platyph3•lloidea has been collected along Big Creek and in 
Geode State Park. 
Anthoceros laevis was collected in several places. It was found 
on the shady banks of small streams and along the edge of a dry 
pond. The thallus is a dark green color, flat, nearly circular, and 
divided into lobes. The capsules are erect and very conspicuous. 
Lophocolea minor was at first confused with Lophocolea hetero-
phylla. Once the two were seen together, they were quite easy to 
distinguish. Lophocolea minor is much smaller, paler, and produces 
gemmae on the margins of the leaves. Sometimes almost the entire 
leaf is composed of gemmae. This species seems to prefer drier 
places than Lophocolea heteroph3•lla. 
Riccia fiuitans was found growing in the bottom of a dry pond. 
The thalli are a bright yellowish-green color, 0.5-1.0 mm. wide and 
1-3 cm. long. They fork at regular intervals and the branches spread 
at nearly right angles. Sporophytes are uncommon and occur only 
in stranded plants. Floating plants are always sterile. 
Frullania riparia was found growing on a rock along Big Creek. 
This species grows in patches, with a green to brownish color. The 
leafy stems are 0.9-1.2 mm. wide. The under lobes are usually 
tongue-shaped. 
Frullania infiata was found growing on a hickory tree. The 
plants are dull green to tinged with red or brown. The underlobes 
are sac-like. 
Frullania squarrosa was found growing on a dead tree. The 
179 1
Statler: Further Study on the Liverworts of Henry County, Iowa
Published by UNI ScholarWorks, 1949
180 IOWA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE [Vol. 56 
plant is a reddish-brown color. The leaves curve down when dry, 
but spread wide apart when wet. 
Riccia frostii was found growing in neat rosettes around the edge 
of a pond. The lobes are 1-3 mm. wide and a grayish-green color. 
The thalli present a spongy appearance, especially when dry. 
The writer obviously does not suspect that he has found repre-
sentatives of all the species of liverworts that occur in Henry 
County. An attempt was made, as far as possible, to get a good 
representation. Certainly many more species will be found. How-
ever, a collection of liverworts has been started for Iowa Wesleyan 
College. If these specimens prove to be of any value to teachers or 
students; or if at any time in the future they should inspire some-
one to do more work in this field, the author's objectives will have 
been attained. 
This work was done as a project in a course of special problems 
in botany. 
The author wishes to express his sincere thanks to Dr. Henry S. 
Conard, Professor of Botany, Grinnell College for checking the 
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classification of all specimens and for his helpful advice regarding 
classification. 
A revised map showing where the liverworts were collected is 
included. The following symbols are used to show where the liver-
worts were found in Henry County: 
1 Marchantia polymorpha L. 
2 Conocephalum conicum (L.) Dum. 
3 Reboulia hemisphaerica (L.) G. L. & N. 
4 Ricciocarpus natans (L.) Corda. 
5 Lophocolea heterophylla (Schrad.) Dum. 
6 Porella platyphylloidea (Schwein.) Lindb. 
7 Frullania eboracensis Gottsche. 
8 Frullania squarrosa (R. B. & N.) Dum. 
9 Frullania injlata Gottsche. 
10 Frullania riparia Hampe. 
fl Anthoceros laevis L. 
12 Lophocolea minor Nees 
13 Riccia fiuitans L. 
14 Riccia frostii Aust. 
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